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Registration 

Sustainable Crops & Livestock 

Systems Conference 

December 6, 2008 

WNCC, Sidney, NE 

 

SUSTAINABLE CROPS  
AND 

LIVESTOCK SYSTEMS 
CONFERENCE 

Extension is a Division of the Institute of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln cooperating with the 
Counties and the United States Department of Agriculture. 
 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln Extension educational programs abide 
with the nondiscrimination policies of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
and the united States Department of Agriculture. 

OCIA NE Chapter No. 2 

A Joint Conference of UNL Extension, Nebraska Sus-
tainable Agriculture Society (NSAS) and Organic Crop 
Improvement Association (OCIA) NE Chapter No. 2 

Keeping Agriculture Viable  

For The Next Generation 

At this conference, you will learn how to: 
 
• Use cover crops and crop rotations to im-

prove soil fertility and feed livestock 
• Transition your operation to organic produc-

tion using the EQIP program 
• Apply for SARE farmer-rancher grants to do 

on-farm research, marketing or demonstration 
projects 

• Diversify your farm or ranch operation 
• Involve your family in an agritourism venture 



8:45 a.m. Registration 

9:30 a.m. Keynote Presentation  
Medics as Forage and Cover Crop for 
the High Plains: Jim Krall, Univ. of Wyoming. 
The University of Wyoming has been engaged 
over the past two decades in research aimed 
at understanding the potential of “Ley” system 
agriculture. This is a system of production in 

which annual forages 
are rotated with winter 
wheat replacing at least 
part of the traditional 
14 month fallow period. 
A five-year study con-
ducted in the early 

1990’s using winter peas was encouraging. In 
addition, a self-seeding annual medicago 
(annual alfalfa) variety called ‘Laramie’ medic 
was released by the University in 2007. Based 
on University of Wyoming research, the po-
tentials and challenges of growing this unique 
crop will be discussed. 

10:30 a.m. Break - View Booths 
(Choose 1 workshop in each of the following 
Concurrent Sessions) 

10:45 a.m. Concurrent Session 1 

Workshop A - Dryland Crop Rotations  
and Forages for the High Plains: John  
Rickertsen, Research Agronomist, South  
Dakota State University, West River Ag  
Center, Rapid City. John will discuss findings 
from his long term rotation study, research 
with annual forages and swath grazing. 

Conference Topics 
Panhandle Perspective:  Drew Lyon, Univer-
sity of Nebraska, Dryland Cropping Systems  
Specialist, Scottsbluff. Drew will take a few min-
utes to respond to John Rickertsen’s presenta-
tion and put it into context for the Panhandle. 

Workshop B - Organic Crop Farming  
Basics: Dennis Demmel, Organic Farmer, Ogal-
lala. Dennis will discuss crop rotations, cover 
crops, weed control, fertility, record keeping, 
marketing, as well as, EQUIP  cost share and 
more. 

Noon Lunch: Featuring local foods catered by 
Leslie Cook, Buffalo Point Restaurant  

Noon – Gary Lesoing, Extension Educator, 
Nebraska Sustainable Agriculture Research and 
Education Coordinator will talk about SARE 
Farmer-Rancher Grants and how to apply for 
them. 

1:30 p.m.   Concurrent Session 2 

Workshop A - The New 100-Beef Cow  
Ownership Program: Weldon Sleight, Dean,  

Nebraska College of Techni-
cal Agriculture (NCTA). Dr. 
Sleight will discuss a new 
program at NCTA which is a 
partnership between the 
USDA Farm Service Agency, 

the Nebraska Department of Agriculture, the 
Nebraska Cattlemen, and the Nebraska Farm 
Bureau and is designed to return NCTA gradu-
ates to ranches and rural communities with 100 
cows. 
 
Workshop B - Agritourism and Family:  
Sue Anne Switzer, Calamus Outfitters. Sue Anne 
will talk about how her family took their fourth 
generation cattle operation and developed an 
agritourism business. She will describe how they 
used the assets of the ranch's natural beauty to 
provide recreational activities for people to enjoy 

such as hunt-
ing, bird 
watching, 
horseback 
riding, and 
river adven-
tures. Sue 
Anne will also 
discuss the changes her family had to make in 
their operation; including the economics,  
marketing and the challenges they faced. 

2:30 p.m. Break - View Booths 

2:45 p.m. Concurrent Session 3 

Workshop A - Bringing a Family Mem-
ber into the Farm or Ranch Operation: 
Panel of young farmers and ranchers. The 
panel will share their experiences of how they 
returned to the family farm or ranch opera-
tion. 
 
Workshop B - Western Nebraska Grape 

Production: From the Vine-
yard to the Winery: Jim Schild, 
Extension Educator, Scotts 
Bluff County and Allen Gall,  
Prairie Vine Vineyards. Jim and 
Allen will discuss how grapes 
can be grown in our challeng-
ing Nebraska climate. 
 

3:45 p.m.  Safe trip home! 

For more information about the conference 
or exhibitor booth information,  

please contact: 
 

Karen DeBoer, Extension Educator 
Phone:  308.254.4455 

Toll Free: 1.866.865.1703 
Fax: 308.254.6055 

E Mail:  kdeboer1@unl.edu 
Website: www.ckb.unl.edu 


